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Miss Florence Tyner, of Sanford High School, for
her essay on Ponce de Leon and early. Florida. explorers.
These essays were of very high grade and their
delivery exceptionally good.
FRANCIS M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
REPORT OF ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT, TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, R O L L I N S C O L L E G E , W I N T E R
PARK, FLORIDA, FEBRUARY 17TH, 1927.
Members of the Florida Historical Society:
It is most gratifying to me to address you in annual meeting assembled within the confines of a college
dedicated to the lofty spiritual, moral and cultural
ideals which are Rollins’s I am confident that my
voice is that of the entire membership of The Florida
Historical Society when I speak of the profound impression made upon me by the little pamphlet entitled
The Rollins Ideal by Hamilton Holt, President of this
college-a pamphlet setting forth in language whose
purity is a delight to the ear, the ideals of educational
and spiritual progress to which Rollins College is dedicated. History, to the average person, is a term too
frequently employed to designate a worthy achievement of the past. Deplorably, this is too often true,
for in this material age, there seems to be little thought
and little time expended upon the development of the
finer, the deeper truths of life. Yet upon these truths,
the comprehension of them, the fighting for them, and
the living of them was history made. It is impossible
that Rollins should fail of its goal. The leadership
which it enjoys is an endowment which has already set
it far upon the road to success. The history of Florida
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has been great in times past; the future holds rich
promise when an institution with the purity of purpose and vision of Rollins is placed at the door of our
youth. May the Florida Historical Society offer to
Rollins College every assistance in its power? We offer it gladly, proud in the thought that a society with
the heritage of ours may combine our efforts in a
cause which is sponsored by an institution such as
yours.
It is my pleasure to submit for your information
the following report of the growth and organic status
of the Society during the past twelve months. As the
functioning power of an organization such as this is
wholly dependent upon the individual interest displayed by its members, it is indeed most gratifying to
me to focus your attention upon the substantial yearly
increase in membership as evidenced by the following
statistical scale :
In November, 1924, the Society had enrolled 5 Life
members, 4 Honorary members, and 117 Active members, a total membership of 126. In February, 1926,
there were upon the roster 6 Life members, 2 Honorary
members, 6 Contributing members, and 270 Active
members, a total of 284 names. Today, we have enrolled 5 Life members, 4 Honorary members, 7 Contributing members, and 311 Active members, making
a total membership of 327. An encouraging phase of
this material increase has been the steady expansion
of interest beyond the confines of our own State. Our
national membership numbers 48 and covers a territory from New York to California. This nation-wide
interest is peculiarly fitting, for Florida, by virtue
of its early discovery, is the cradle of our national
existence and its romantic history with its colorful,
tragic sequences was the primal loom upon which the
fabric of a nation was woven.
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The Florida Historical Society wishes to stress the
fact that its membership is not, nor will ever be, limited to a determinate number. History is a chronicle
of the deeds and achievements of man, regardless of
his race, creed, social or financial status, and historical annals are filled with the exploits of the many, not
the few; therefore, it would be presumptuous in the officers of this Society to prohibit a general membership,
thus possibly curtailing interest in an organization
which is essentially the people’s own. It has been
through careful consideration of this important phase
that our membership dues of $2.00 have been placed
within the reach of all. Our only source of revenue is
derived from the dues of the members, therefore, this
decision on the part of the officers creates a financial
difficulty which, we are confident, can be conquered by
the active interest of the individual member. In order
to function satisfactorily and without a deficit, it is
obvious that our membership must be increased. Last
year, in the President’s report, it was frankly stated
that our yearly income did not balance our yearly expenditure. This year such an unhealthy condition has
ceased to exist. The cost of publishing the quarterly
magazine and other incidental expenses necessary to
the routine, work of the Society have been sufficiently
covered by our yearly revenue. This, however, leaves a
balance totally inadequate to permit an expansion of
our worthy cause. The solution of this condition lies
within the power of the individual member. As a
unit of this Society, you are a vital part of the whole.
Its success rests as impartially upon you as upon the
jurisdiction of its officers. If each member, during
the coming year, should be instrumental in placing
upon the roster of the Society one new name, our
necessary expenses, fixed approximately at $600.00 per
annum, would be covered, and a balance of $700.00 per
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annum left in the treasury for the expansion of the Society. I feel that in the mere suggestion lies the solving of our problem.
It is important that we turn our attention to the
erection of a building in which to house our valuable
library and relics, which are being daily increased by
contribution. In this connection, I am happy to impart
to you an offer which has greatly encouraged the officers of the Society and which, I am sure, will prove a
stimulus to your efforts throughout the coming year.
A citizen of Jacksonville, who is intensely interested
in the Florida Historical Society and who desires to
remain at present unnamed, has announced his intention of contributing to the Building Fund of the Society, $5,000.00 when the members themselves have
raised an additional $lO,OOO.OO. Again, I feel that
the suggestion will prove proportionate to the incentive which this generous offer inspires. The coming
year, I am confident, will see a creditable portion of
the $lO,OOO.OO raised.
It will be the future policy of the Society to designate, yearly, certain important constructive work
which falls within the jurisdiction of an historical
society.
First, I would suggest. that The Florida Historical
Society concentrate its energies upon the locating and
marking for posterity the routes of De Narvaez and
De Soto through Florida;
Secondly, That we appropriately mark the important battlefields of the Seminole War;
Thirdly, That we earnestly concentrate our combined efforts upon the preservation of the Indian and
Spanish names of our rivers and localities which are
steeped in the romance of history and song.
Upon this last named phase I feel that I, as President of The Florida Historical Society, would be evad-
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ing my duty did I not, unrestrainedly, express an opinion. No state within our Union has the historical
heritage of Florida. The pages of her early history
are veritable treasure sheets of romance, thrilling, adventurous, courageous. Across these illumined sheets
flit world-famous characters-romantic, intriguing
figures whose exploits have been indelibly imprinted
upon the chronicles of the world. No history of North
America could be complete without the history of Florida. Throughout our State are spots whereupon the
makers of history, whether they be of the proud Castilian strain, or of the copper-hued tint of the Indian,
have moved, lived, and ofttimes marked with their lifeblood a particular locality as their own. To those of
us who are familiar with the Spanish and Seminole
languages, these appelations have a descriptive quality peculiarly fitted to the locality. The destruction,
or obliteration, of these names, or the replacing of
them by modern entitlements whose significance in a
few years will have moulded into forgetfulness, is a
desecration. It is the wilful destruction, the tearing
down and casting away of a heritage which is the inalienable right of our children’s children. The Florida
Historical Society, collectively and individually, must
fight to preserve for the nation these entitlements
which open the pages of North American history.
No report of the Florida Historical Society would
be complete without mention of our quarterly magazine and its editor, Julien C. Yonge, of Pensacola. An
organization may function satisfactorily within the
confines of its executive branches, yet, unless there is
an outward and visible sign of its activity, it fails to
hold the interest of the public. The quarterly magazine furnishes this necessary bond of interest. To Mr.
Yonge we acknowledge our debt of gratitude for this
excellent publication. Indefatigable, giving unstint-
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edly of his time to the progression of the Society, to
him must be attributed a great measure of our success. The work he is doing through the medium of the
quarterly magazine is inestimable and it is my earnest
desire that he may be given adequate means to expand
this work yearly.
One year ago today, this Society held its annual
meeting within the rooms of the Historical Society of
St. Petersburg, Florida. The interested member instrumental in perfecting the details of this enjoyable
meeting was Dr. A. H. Phinney of that city. Today,
Dr. Phinney is with us no more. His death occurred a
few days prior to this meeting, and it is my wish to
pause here and pay homage to this gentleman who
gave of his intelligence, his culture, and his energy to
the furtherance of this Society. His activities were
widespread. To him is directly attributable the enrollment of 80 names upon the roster of the Society. The
gleanings of his historical research appeared frequently in the quarterly magazine, and our library has
been enriched again and again with valuable donations, including some very interesting maps of the
early period of Florida history. The Florida Historical Society has lost in Dr. Phinney a member impossible to replace, but we may give most earnest thanks,
that during our brief association, in the declining
years of his life, we furnished him with an interest
which was all-absorbing and which rebounding manyfold upon us, was productive of much fruit.
It also falls upon me to report to you the following
additional losses, by death, in the membership of the
Society during the last twelve months: Mrs. Mary B.
Waties of Tallahassee, at the age of 98 years. This remarkable woman, an exponent of the highest type
of intelligent, cultured womanhood, was an early resident of Florida and one prominently identified with
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much of the interesting history of the State. Entertaining to the day of her death a lively interest in
historical matters, her loss will be keenly felt by all
who deplore the passing of one who was an authority
on the history of the old regime. We have received
notice of the death of Ambrose Lee of New York City
-author, publisher, and a Life member of this Society. Mr. Lee gave unstintedly of his assistance at all
times and frequently enriched the treasury with generous contributions; also we report the death of the
Honorable George M. West of St. Andrews, the author
of numerous pamphlets on historical localities of Florida and a constant contributor to our library of valuable volumes and maps ; Mr. C. B. Rogers of Jacksonville, a Life member, and Mr. W. T. Corry of Quincy.
It is with deep regret that we speak of the passing
from us of Honorable Fred T. Myers of Tallahassee, a
prominent Floridian, whose affiliation with an organization was to endow it with the inestimable gift of his
personality. Brilliant in intellect, fearless in sponsoring the cause of right, giving unreservedly of his mental and physical energy to the service of his State, his
was a character of whom not only this organization,
but the State of Florida may be justly proud. The
Florida Historical Society mourns their passing and,
as President, I suggest that suitable memorials be prepared for publication in the succeeding issue of the
quarterly magazine.
Respectfully submitted,
ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS,
President.
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